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SUMMARY TRANSLATION OF THE SOVIET MONTHLY 
AMATEUR MAGAZINE "RADIO" - NO. 5 FOR 1986 


pp 2 - 4: "“"STOREYS OF COOPERATION," by A. Grif. [On SEV (Sovet 
Ekonomicheskoy Vzaimopomoshchi - Council of Mutual Economic 
Cooperation). The term "Storeys" in the headline presumably refers 
to the 30-storey building in Moscow where SEV has its headquarters. 
Interviews with Vyacheslav Vladimirovich Sychev (USSR), secretary of 
the Council, Verner Libig [Werner Liebig?], (GDR), deputy secretary, 
and Laslo Kovach |Sp?] (Hungary), chief of the radiotechnical and 
electronic industry department of the SEV secretariat. ] 


WOON Ate OULSIDERS' 27 Si by Ye. Turubara,..Krivoy.Rog,..- 
Dnepropetrovsk - Moscow. 

The author went to Krivoy Rog in response to a letter of 
complaint from local radioamateurs. Local trade union officials 
quickly saw things her way and the incident appeared closed. 

The letter was about the painful old problem of a clubroom. 

The operators of collective station UB4EYG had twice been thrown out 
of their clubroom in the trade union Palace of Culture, once because 
their room was needed as a lounge tor the presidium (presumably of 
the Place of Culture). 

The amateurs appealed to the city Komsomol committee and the 
Station returned to the small room where it had been. 

But not for long. Yelena Dmitriyevna Vasilevskaya, director of 
the Palace of Culture of the Central Mining Enrichment Combine Named 
After the 50th anniversary of the Soviet Ukraine, demanded that the 
amateurs get out ot her building, citing an order by the oblast' 
trade union council that all outside organizations be moved out of 
cultural-educational institutions. Well, maybe the order was 
correct but how could the amateurs be considered outsiders in their 
own Palace of Culture? 

Appeals were to no avail. Yelena Dmitriyevna was implacable: 
"You can write anywhere you want. I need to expand artistic 
activities and therefore I'll throw you out anyway." 

The same argument was used by others. Expanding artistic 
activities is fine but one can't forget technical actitivities, 
which relate to the electronic and computer skills needed at the 
combine. It turned out that the skills of the numerous amateurs at 
the combine were not being used, at the very time that the need for 
people with a knowledge of electronics was growing not by the day 
but by the hour. 

The director of the Combine, Oleg Vasil'yevich Dymchenko, said 
he would pay attention, and support, the radio amateurs at the plant. 

So the intervention by "Radio" helped. The radiostation stayed 
where it was. 

But was this the only case in the Dnepropetrovsk area in which 
electronics enthusiasts were considered outsiders in trade union 
clubs? 

My fears were confirmed when I visited Dnepropetrovsk after 
Krivoy Rog. The same language was cited about moving outside 
Organizations out of cultural establishments. 
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How -- just when the party is emphasizing the need to raise the 
activeness of the masses, to get the workers to join the struggle 
for scientific-technical progress, and to encourage the acquisition 
of electronics skills -- can people be divided into "ours" and 
"outsiders"? 

In the Dnepropetrovsk oblast' trade union council they also 
promised to help the development of amateur radio creativity as well 
as the organization of radio sections in the Krivoy Rog Palaces of 
Culture. 

Returning to Moscow, I telephoned trade union headquarters and 
was told that in our country there are 23053 trade union houses of 
culture and palaces of culture, of which 104 had collective 
Stations. That's 4.5%! 

That's a very low proportion, even granting that not every 
house of culture needs to have a station. 

Amateurs combine within themselves all of the important 
requirements of our time. By engaging in radiosport and 
radioconstruction, a person acquires the necessary knowledge to 
Master new technology more quickly, new technology that will enter 
Our enterprises more and more in the 12th five-year plan. 

For just this reason the trade union organizations should more 
actively assist the development of amateur radio. ‘They have the 
Material and other means of doing so. Then radioelectronics 
enthusiasts will stop being "outside" persons. 

This is very much to be hoped for. 


p 7 [framed text and picture]: Communications via satellite 
are becoming more and more popular among radioamateurs. Many 
enthusiasts in Krasnoyarskiy kray operate via space repeaters. 
One of the most well-trained and active of them is Master of 
Sport M. Klokov, an operator at UZOAXX. He has to his credit 
dozens ["tens"] of contacts with Soviet and foreign amateurs. 


pp 8 - 9: "1945: ON THE BERLIN AIRWAVES," by Yu. Krinov, Leningrad, 

At the close of World War II, Soviet forces prevented the 
destruction of captured German transmitters near Berlin and put them 
on the air. In mid-May 1945 a transmitter at Koenigs Wusterhausen 
was put into service to Red Army headquarters at Moscow. It was 
later used as one of a series of links to Moscow from Nuremberg 
carrying news of the war-crime trials. Another transmitter at 
Gruenau was put to use aS a broadcasting station to the Group of 
Soviet Occupation Forces in Germany. The former deputy for radio of 
the lst Belorussian Front, Retired Colonel German Aleksandrovich 
Remmer, who was interviewed for the article, tells how he picked the 
musical identitication for the station. He happened to sing, as 
best he could, a tune from the motion picture "Volga, Volga" -- 
"Many songs have been sung about the Volga." His comrades liked it, 
the segment was chosen, and the station was named "Volga." 
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p 9: "RESUL’S OF THE RADIOEXPEDITION 'POBEDA-40' CONTEST," 
by A. Korotkov, UA3AHB, Chairman, Contest-Diploma Commission, 
Radioexpedition "Pobeda-40." 

Of the 6811 Soviet amateurs who took part in the final stage 
(1 January through 12 May 1985) of the "Victory-40" radioexpedition, 
the following took the first three places in the various categories: 


Memorial Stations Collective Stations Individual Stations 
EV4AW (UZ4WWB) U19IWH UA4CAR (S. Popov) 
EO3AQW (UZ3QWZ) UCLAWZ UA9OO (V. Korolev) 
EOOAAK (UZUWB) UZYOWV UA3QGO (S. Zhemaytis) 

160m Beginners (160m) SWL-Observers 
RA3DHW (B. Belov) RB4IMP (V. Bakhmey) UA3-142-215 (A. Mosin) 
UBDSENK UV3DDuJ UB5-072-101 

(I. Svyatodukh) (A. Malyuchin) (N. Bokhonovskiy) 
UA4HNZ UB4ZHH UA3-157-796 
(V. Baranov) (V. Seliverstov) (A. Kuznetsov) 


pp 10 - 11: “WHE MAIN RADIO CLUB IN THE COUNTRY," by L. Lada. 

A big building on Pokhodnyy proyezd houses the Central Radio 
Club of the USSR Named After E. T. Krenkel' -- the organizational 
and training center for radiosport and amateur radio. The club 
Marks its tortieth anniversary in May of this year. 

On 7 May 1946 the club was opened as the Central Radio Club of 
the Central Council of OSOAVIAKH1M |Obshchestvo sodeystviya oborone, 
aviatsionnomu i khimicheskomu stroitel'stvu - Society for Assistance 
to Detense and to Aviation and Chemical Construction - DOSAAF's 
predecessor]. ‘the club was later to receive the name of the first 
chairman of its council, the legendary polar radioman Ernst Krenkel'. 

The CRC actively participated in the training of radioamateurs 
to receive radiosignals trom the first Soviet satellites. In the 
last four decades the scope of its work has grown immeasurably. 
Today it organizes all all-Union and international competitions and 
radio amateur creativity inspections, does much to raise the mass 
nature of radiosport and sportsman skill, develops rules for 
competitions, manufactures training aids, trains combined teams of 
the USSR and RSFSR. The sport section of the CRC prepares a monthly 
information bulietin on the results of competitions and on 
forthcoming sport events. 

A great quantity ot information flows through UK3A, which 
transmits circular radiograms containing informtion on competitions, 
rules, and amateur diplomas. Station veterans V. A. Kozlov and 
G. M. Shchelchkov have created a strong collective of operators here. 

Viasiliy] Mlikhaylovich] Bondarenko, [UV3BW], chief of the 
club, recalled that the XXVII party congress had stressed the need 
to computerize the economy. Last year's 32th Exhibition of 
Radioamateur Creative Work showed that independent contructors were 
actively engaged in building computers, and Bondarenko thinks that 
at future inspections special sections on "Computer Technology" 
should be included. Wide masses of radioamateurs should be 
encouraged to create simple, dependable personal computers. 


pp 11 - 12, second page of insert opposite p 17: "AZIMUTH AMATEUR 
RADIO MAP," by B. Pavlov, ex-UL7/GCP, Minsk. 
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INFO*INFO*INFO, 
by A. Gusev, UA3AVG 
ACHIEVEMENTS ON 160M. 
[In R-150-S listing below columns are: Place, 


callsign; QSO's contirmed, QSO's claimed. ] KB paanoctanunn I Kateropun 
RB5MH 4280| 147 | 6485 


3 
= 
os: 
3 
r) 
c 


[In R-100-O listing at right columns are UW ICR oy, faves tea ae 
’ . ’ €x . 
Callsign, stations confirmed, oblasts UAIWE "| 3457] 186 5797 
confirmed, points; categories are short-wave BW stu) (ait Cece 
category I stations, shortwave category Il ucaWAZ 3285) 129 5220 
and III stationsg category IV stations, and UFGFHIC 1380] 117 | 3135 
, achat 50] 130 | 2700 
collective eae ee [iora) ats OO boil Weal 
OS Pea Th aos 
Stab ons Wetwave KB Feeeha hilt Il Kaveropna 
? fara. UA3RAU 50: 

JOCTHKEHHA HA 160 M UA3VJW 1890 49 rot 
RBBMUQ 3651] 141 | 5746 
P-150-C RAYLBD 3609] 138 | 5679 
5 RA3SAQO 3700} 125 | 6575 
RAANAI 9347] 143 | 5492 
UMBNAW 3261} 146 | 5451 
RAIDKE 3300} 140 | 5409 
s (os ro) RAQWKG 2884; 150 | 5134 
; 3 a pal { UAG6HIF 2831} 139 | 4916 
3 ey a . 

3 Fel = Cece Tia Se 
¥ UG6GAW 1875) 142 1.4005 
RC2ICC 1959] J17 | 3714 
UL7MAP 13001 140 | 3400 
UQ2GMB 1319] 131 | 3284 


Paawoctanunn IV Kkateropnn 


UA3PJO 9538) 136 ) 5578 
UB4MES 2225) 149 | 4760 
UA4APX 2438) 118 | 4658 
UA9AQN 156 | 4306 
UBSZHH 1228] 135 | 3253 
roe s UAIQDE 1072} 101 | 2587 
UAILMN 823] 112 | 2503 
14 | UAQMR 61 79 
15 | UMBMM 58 | 72 
18 UFSEHC 5 os Koanextusnpe pagnoctanunn 
: UB4LWA 5724) 131 | 7689 
2 ee rf = UB4IYU 3145} 132 | $125 
Jay 4 UZ4NAE 1281) $26 | 317) 


VHF*UHF*SHF, by S. Bubennikov 
SUPER-DX "TROPO." 

In recent years there hasn't been a single autumn without a 
number of long-range (over 1000 km) and lengthy (several 24-hour 
periods in a row) tropospheric waveguide-type [? - volnovodnogo 
kharaktera] openings. And last year all national distance records 
for tropospheric conmunication were exceeded, many repeatedly. 

UC2ZAA from Minsk reported that a ducting [? - kanal'noye] 
opening all the way to the Atlantic Ocean appeared on 20 October 
[1985]. His furthest QSO's were with G4KUX, G4ERG, and GW4LDH. 

The last contact (2008 km!) exceeded the existing record on 144 

MHz. Unfortunately, it wasn't possible to complete a QSO with EI2CA 
(2200 km). On 430 MHz it was only possible to get through to The 
Netherlands (PAUEZ). On 25 October the whole thing was repeated 
with renewed strength: The "Tropo" took in an area from Great 
Britain to Tul'skaya oblast' and from Sweden to Moldavia. At this 
time he had 160 QSO's on 144 MHZ and 70 on 430 MHZ. On 1215 MHz he 
worked UC2AAB and RC2AA within his own republic [Belorussia]; the 
latter contacted DK5AI (1167 km) -- a new USSR achievement! 
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UA3PC from Tula first heard Smolensk stations working Dx. 
lwo hours later the opening reached ‘lula and lasted about two and 
One-half hours. On 144 MHz the furthest contacts were with Y79ZL, 
Y¥38ZA, DK1KO, DKOTU, Y25QL/A, Y22UL, DK5AI, and Y32NL. On 430 MHz 
he worked OKI1AUN, OK1KPU/p, DK5AI, UC2AAB, and OK2KZR/p. 

RB5EU trom Dnepropetrovskaya oblast' observed that the opening 
was clearly of the ducting type [? - nosilo yavno kanal'nyy 
kKharakter]. He heard stations from the FRG, Denmark, the GDR, and 
Czechoslovakia working the Western Ukraine, Belorussia, and 
lithuania, but couldn't hear them [presumably the latter], and only 
stations further away than 1600 to 1800 km were coming in. Only on 
the evening of 26 October did this kind of "dead area" begin to 
Shrink. His list of QSO's on 144 MHz over 1000 km consists of 63 
callsigns (35 squares). ne previous ali-Union record was exceeded 
by his QSO with OZ5VV (1991 km!). 430 MHz was fantastic. He had 24 
Q@SO's with the FRG, Czechoslovakia, Poland, West Berlin, The 
Netherlands, the GDR, Denmark, and Belorussia. The USSR record was 
bettered with PA3DIJ (2114 km!). RBSEU heard him at 0943 UT on 26 
October for tive minutes with a signal strength of 5 to 6. On 1215 
MHZ he heard DK5AI several times and came very close to completing 
a QSO over 1500 km with OK1AXH/p. 

UBSBDC from Ternopol'skaya oblast' earned ll new Squares. His 
mNost interesting QSO'S were with OZ1GFX/SM7FJE/OZ1BUR/DF5LQ/SM7AED/ 
OZ1CLL/OZ4VV/O0Z10F/SM7MKT/0Z3GW/SM7AND/LA8AK/DK1KO/OZ1LO. 

RB5PA from Volynskaya oblast' noted that the axis of the 
tropospheric canal/channel went from the northwest (the shore of the 
North Sea) to the southeast (the Ukraine and the south of the 
RSFSR). He had about two hundred contacts, the furthest of which 
were with GM4IPK and GM4YXI (almost 2000 km) and also UA6OLUJV from 
Taganrog and UAOBDC from Yeysk. 

UB5DAA from Uzhgorod on 25 October alone had 42 QSO's with 
Denmark, 6 [each] with the FRG and Norway, 10 with the GDR, and 15 
with Sweden. ‘The QSO's took place of 144 MHz as well as 430 MHz. 

UB5WCE trom L'vov reports that the local hams were expecting 
the opening on account of high pressure the day before. On the 
evening of 25 October the first DX came through. On 144 MHZ RBSWAA 
was the most successful with 63 QSO's, including one with G4KUX; on 
430 MHz UB5WAL had 49 Q@SO's, including ones with DJ9BV and OZ9PZ. 
UB5WCE himself got 13 new squares on 144 MHz. 

UB4QWE from Zaporozhskaya oblast' worked OZ1EKI, OZ1LO, OZ1ELF, 
SP5AD, SP6AZT/6, and DKOTU and DL7ZM/p from West Berlin, with a 
Maximum distance of almost 2000 km! 

RB5EF from Dneprodzerzhinsk had 60 QSO's on 144 MHZ with 
stations in 4 tields and 24 squares. His ODX [?] was OZ1FGP at 1883 
km. On 430 MHz he worked DJ9YBV (about 1800 km), OK2BWY, DF5LQ, and 
DL7APV. 
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RB5LGX from Khar'kovskaya oblast' noted the ducting character 
of the opening (tor this reason there was almost nothing on 
television channels). The opening lasted over 30 hours. He worked, 
otten switching from 144 MHz to 430 MHz, DK5AI, OK2BWY/p, OK2KZR/p, 
OKZPEW, and OKI1KHI. Later on he contacted, on all three bands 
[144/430/1215 MHz?] OK1AXH/p and OK1KHI 1417 km away. On 1215 MHz 
he exceeded the highest achievement in the USSR! Then, on 430 MHz, 
he worked DJ9BV, DK1KR, DF5LQ, OK2BFH/p, Y22ME, and UO5OX. UYS5SOE 
and RB5LAA also operated on 430 MHz from Khar'kovskaya oblast’. 

UA6LGH from Taganrog wrote that the "Tropo" this time reminded 
him of Es. On 430 MHz he worked DF5LQ, DL7APV, DJYBV, and OZ20E. 
The last, at 2216 km, broke the USSR record by almost 270 km: 

UP2BR trom Siauliai worked HGUHO on 144 MHz and DKOTU and DF1YQ 
on 430 MHz. 

RB5QCG from Berdyansk experienced the strongest opening in his 
fifteen years of ultrashortwave operation. He worked OZ3GW (2140 
km!), breaking the USSR record. Just on the eve of the "tropo" he 
had put up a 430 MHZ antenna and as a result had QSO's with 
OK1AXH/p, OK2BWY/p, and DF5LQ -- the last 2060 km away, again 
further than the USSR record. 

UA6IE from Elista worked OK1AXH/p, DKOTU from West Berlin (2322 
km), the latter exceeding by far the USSR distance record for 144 
MHz. Later he worked OKIKHI/p, OK2BWY/p, SP6BQA, SP6AZT/p, and even 
Y2ZME: (2250 + kms He also worked UB5BAE trom Ternopol'. 

UA3MBJ from Yaroslavskaya oblast', was active on 430 MHz, and 
had his tirst QSO on this band. He worked SM3AKW and UA3IAG. 

UZ3DD from Klin had 120 DX QSO's with 120 stations from all 
districts of Finland, the north of Sweden, the Baltic area, and -- 
most important -- with the Karel'skaya ASSR (UN1CD and UAINAN). At 
one point he heard only SM3AKW and SM3AKW heard only him. 

UA3DAT from Zhukovskiy worked the following on a 144 MHz 
antenna: OH2DG (on 430 MHz), SK3AH, SM2DXH, OG2TI, UA1NAN, UNICD, 
SM2MJC, UALASA (on 430 MHz), and even with SM3AKW (on 430 MHz). 

UA3DJG from Moskovskaya oblast' found that the ultrashortwave 
bands, particularly 430 MHz, reminded him of HF: On 144 MHz he 
worked SK3AH and 7S3BG and on 430 MHz SM3AKW. ‘Two days later he 
made a rare contact -- UA4CHC from Saratovskaya oblast'. 

UW3GU from Zhukovskiy wrote that all of the local amateurs were 
Surprised by Moscovites UZ3AXJ and RA3ABZ working SM3AKW (QRB over 
1350 km) on 1215 MHz, exceeding the existing record of the USSR. 

RBSEU trom Sinel'nikovo, Dnepropetrovskaya oblast', worked 
SM3AKW (1915 km), who was audible from 2220 UT 19 October until 1000 
UT on the 20th. 

The Editors received a letter from the principal DX station of 
this "“tropo" -- ultrashortwaver SM3AKW from Kharnosand, who listed 
all of his U contacts. Those over 1000 km from SM3AKW worked on 
430 MHz are listed below: UA3DHC/UA3DJG/UA3PB/UA3PC/UA3ACY/UA3AFY/ 
UA3DQS/RA3AES/UW3GU/ UA3IAG/RA3LE/UZ3AXJ/UA3MEE/UA3MBJ/RA3AGS/UC2ABN/ 
UA3PPH(1506km)/RB5LGX(1729km)/RB5LAA(1788km)/UY50E(1770km) /UA3ABZ/ 
RA3LBK/RB5EU(1915km) /RA3ADK/RB5AL(1541lkm)/UA3DAT. On 1215 MHz he 
worked RA3LE (1189 km), UQ2GAJU (689 km), UZ3AXJ (1359 km!), and 
RA3ABZ (1354 km). The last two were running only 0.2 Watt! © 
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pale 18 ¢ "CIRCUITS OF A MODERN SHORTWAVE RECEIVER," 
by V. Drozdov, KA3AO. 


p 19: "BRIGADIERS SOUND ALARM," by Brigadiers G. Naumova, 
V. Aksenov, and A. Malashenko, Barnaul. The quality of the new 


fox-hunting rigs "Altay-3.5" and "Altay 145" -- which replace the 
"Les-3.5," "Les-29," and "Les-145" -- leave much to be desired. 
p19: "THANKS, PAVEL!" [Letter from the Botevgrad City Council of 


the Bulgarian equivalent of DOSAAF. ] 

The city radio club of Botevgrad, Bulgaria, and the operators 
of the LZ1KBG and LZIKIP clubs pass along their thanks to Pavel 
Kononenko, UBSCDF, of Cherkassa, Ukraine, who extended a great deal 
of assistance to Dimitr Ivanov, a Bulgarian amateur and yachtsman 
who conpleted a ditficult crossing on his home-made yacht, the 
"Selena," trom Burgas to Cuba. The trip took almost four months -- 
from 12 April to 4 August 1985. 

During the trip Dimitr not only wanted to try out the 
seaworthiness of the yacht but a fresh-water converter he had 
invented. The experiment was successful and he drank converted 
sea water on the trip. 

From Burgas to Gibraltar Dimitr was accompanied by 
64-year-old yachtsman Grigor Grigorov, but from then on he 
Sailed alone. The only thread connecting Mitko [Mitko must be 
a nick-name for Dimitr]) with his homeland was his radiostation, 
LZ1OL/MM, with which he kept in continuous touch with us. From 
25 May on, Pavel Kononenko was a continuous participant in our 
radio sessions. He helped set up communication with the yacht 
when we couldn't do it. Dimitr came up on the air four times a 
day, at 1400, 1800, 2100, and 2200°UT?) = From Burgas to Sicily 
W055 Kize was used,-and from: Sicily to Cuba 14,330 kHz. Thanks 
to Pavel Kononenko's skill Dimitr was not alone in his 
difficult voyage. 


Des ie — 23 4 ¢ "PERSONAL RADIOAMATEUR COMPUTER 'RADIO-86RK,.'‘'" [Cont'd] 
First page of insert opposite p 48: "“"'VEF-214,'" 


The "VEF-214" portable radio receives transmissions of 
broadcasting stations on [frequencies to nearest kHz added]: 


long wave 2027 - 1050m [ 148 - 286 kHz] 
medium wave 5S pe 4en PB 627 m e525 Re 1.007- KHZ) 
short wave KV-D ies2 Seve eZ4aeam [11673 - 12097 kHz] 
KVII 31.6 - 30.7m [ 9494 - 9772 kHz] 
KV EBIs wab02 4224. om [ 5952 - 7299 kHz] 
ultra short wave 4.56 - 4.06m. [65789 - 73892 kHz] 


The receiver is equipped to accommodate an external antenna, a 
tape-recorder, and earphones. It will run on commercial power or 
six 373 cells. It measures 247 x 297 x 80mm and weighs 2.3 kg. 


p 63: "WHAT WAS WRITTEN ABOUT IN THE MAGAZINE 'RADIOLYUBITEL' No. 5 
(May) 1927. 


[end of RADIO portion] 
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Sovetskiy Patriot, 11 June 1986, p 2 
[Both articles touch briefly on amateur radio themes]: 


"IN FRONT OF A WALL OF PROBLEMS," by V. Kashchenko, Chairman of the 
Staro Oskol Town DOSAAF Committee. 

['he article covers a wide range of problems in DOSAAF activities in 
Staryy Oskol, Belgorodskaya oblast'. A passage on an amateur theme 
occurs about two-thirds of the way through it:] 

We're also waiting for the opening of a DYuSTSh [detsko- 
yunosheskaya sportivno-tekhnicheskaya shkola - children's-youth's 
Ssport-technical school] for radiosport in Staryy Oskol. In this 
regard there exist decisions of the VTsSPS [All-Union Central 
Council of Trade Unions], and of the Central Committee of DOSAAF 
USSR. A room has been made available and much of the equipment has 
been installed, but no-one has been hired. 

In an effort to strengthen our sections, we wanted to give a 
little extra money to parachute and radiosport trainers. But it 
turned out that we didn't have the right to do so even though we had 
the money. In the planning section of the bookkeeping department at 
the Belgorodskaya Oblast' DOSAAF Committee I was told that it is the 
Oblast' Committee [one level higher, in the oblast' capital of 
Belgorod] that handles income trom money-earning activities. Now 
everyone knows that the workers of the money-losing rayon DOSAAF 
committees [one level lower] and even sport technical clubs live off 
this money. ‘lhat's how those who live by the principle of just 
getting through each day can do so without exerting themselves. But 
they must learn to get by on their own resources. Pay-as-you-go is 
pay-as-you-go. Wwe must have the right to spend the money we have 
earned on necessary things. Haven't certain instructions, including 
those on financial-bookkeeping activities, outlived their usefulness? 


"ONCE MORE ABOUT ... BRAKES." 
Introduction: In Sovetskiy Patriot No. 23 an article appeared 
headlined "BRAKES ON THE UPSWING" ["Tormoza... na pod"yeme" ] 
criticizing the Khar'kov Construction-Technological Bureau of the 
Central Committee of DOSAAF USSR for the the low guality of 
individual items. Its radiosport equipment had drawn negative 
remarks from users. For example, shortwave and ultrashortwave 
equipment can't compete with the best foreign models of the same 
class. Our mass-produced equipment is even inferior in some 
respects to homemade equipment demonstrated by DOSAAF 
radioamateur-constructors. The newspaper has not yet heard whether 
the manufacturer agrees with the criticism and if so what corrective 
steps are planned. But it has heard from readers, two of whose 
letters are published below. 

"PRICES: ‘BITE! » sua" o[teenystkusayutsya" oe.) eirom 
N. Silifonkin, Kuybyshevskaya oblast', 

I'm a rural amateur who started with simple tube 
receivers, did my military service in the communication troops, and 
applied for a call-sign after release to the reserves. My equipment 
is home-made, a two-tube transmitter and an observer [SWL] receiver, 
modified by myself [dorabotannym mnoyu zhe] with eleven : 
transistors. There's no point in entering contests, since as you'll 
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understand with two tubes you can't do much. This is the third year 
I've been working on a transceiver. It's slow going, due to lack of 
components. 

The article rightly points out the urgent need for amateur 
radio equipment. It's almost impossible to get any, especially 
modern equipment. ‘The only popular kit is the "Kontur-80." In our 
oblast' every other ham uses it. However it has flaws. Many just 
use the case from the "Kontur" and replace and modernize the rest. 
Now they've taken the "Kontur" out of production, yet from the point 
of view of price it was within reach [dostupen] -- it cost only 64 
rubles. 

The "Elektronika-160 RX" for 230 rubles or the “Yunost'" 
for 400 rubles are being otfered for sale. And anyone wishing to 
operate on several bands can acquire the "Efir" transceiver, which 
until recently cost 94U rubles. 

With such prices you'll never have mass radiosport. 

Taking almost a thousand rubles out of the family budget is 
something I, for example, can't do. Am I the only one? 

So amateurs have to roll up their sleeves. Of course, 
home-made gear is not always better than a commercial model. 
However, it is not rare to come across home-made transceivers with 
excellent parameters and with a better appearance than factory-made 
ones. It iS any Surprise that such transceivers are offered for 400 
to 500 rubles each? Expensive? It's hard to say. This equipment 
is tor all HF bands and runs 30 to 4U Watts. 

My proposal is the following. It's necessary to make 
amateur radio equipment using the most modern components and 
construction techniques and based on the various categories of 
license. ‘The equipment should be produced in large batches, which 
would help to lower the cost, which in turn would attract to amateur 
radio many thousands of boys and girls. 

",.eAND THERE ARE MANY DEFECTS." (Letter from Yu. Medinets, a 
radio amateur.) 

In the article "Brakes on the Upswing" it was stated that 
plants are by no means doing all they can to increase the quantity 
and quality of instructional and sport equipment. It is evident 
that additional space can be found in the radioequipment sector at 
the experimental plant of the industrial combine "Ukrprom DOSAAF" 
[an acronym possibly containing elements standing for Ukrainian 
industry of DOSAAF]) and that its experiments can be put right. 

It's also correctly noted that many articles are 
manufactured in small batches and therefore their price is high and 
their quality nothing to rave about. 

But here's a question I'd like to ask. Maybe it would be 
better if the Central Committee ot DOSAAF USSR assumed the role of 
customer for various types of radioequipment manufactured not at 
weak enterprises of the Defense Society [DOSAAF], but at 
well-equipped plants of the appropriate ministries? After all, as 
was pointed out in the article, technical burn-in [??? - progon] of 
each piece of equipment is not performed at the experimental plant 
so many hidden defects are not discovered. In these circumstances 
it is impossible to guarantee that the user will receive equipment 
in operating condition. 


(#DA0066d) < es [RADIO #05/1986] 


Incidentally, the quality of the same transceiver depends 
on many parameters. ‘The dynamic range is not the only quality 
indicator. For example, the Khar'kov constructors use a low 
intermediate trequency in their designs -- 500 kHz. this creates 
numerous parasitic channels in reception and emission which makes 
operation difficult. 

The Khar'kovites make amateur transceivers the old way, 
with a mechanical scale vernier dial and a block of variable 
condensers. ‘These mechanical circuits require several dozen 
["tens"] names of fittings. ‘this increases the alreaay large 
shortage of people with the right work specialties, and -- this is 
the main thing --leads to a higher cost for the transceiver. 

Japanese tirms producing amateur transceivers install, 
instead of a mechanical verner and variable condenser, a 
freely-rotating knob with markings from which an Optron operates, 
changing the division coefficient of the synthesizer. All of this 
plus a digital scale are executed in the form of one or two 
MNLGCLOCEE CULES < 

we have our own designs for a high-quality transceiver 
without mechanical elements, for example the cassette transceiver. 

The Japanese version would not cause difficulty in our own 
electronics industrial enterprises. The same cassette transceiver 
is highly appropriate for the technology used at our instrument- 
building enterprises. Printed installation of inexpensive, 
purchased items, the absence of the circuits made in house, and 
straightforward assembly by metal workers guarantee a cost of less 
than a hundred rubles. 


NLD-1156, 11 June 1986: 
Competitions. 

[Rules for AA DX CONTEST, 21 - 22 June 1986. 

Our shortwavers did well in the OK DX CONTEST. The UB3IWA team 
was the best collective team and UPIBWW and UI9AWX placed in the top 
five. RB5IM was the best Soviet multi-band individual station; 
LZ2WF won in this category; UA1DZ took 3rd place, UW3AA 4th, and 
RB5IP 5th. Individual band leaders were UQ2PQ (1.8 MHz, 2nd place), 
UP2BOA (3.5 MHZ,, 1st). RBSWW.(7. MHz 05th) ,, UA4RZ 3(14))MHZ;o2nd)_ 
UAOQSAU (21 MHz, lst), and UM8MIG (28 MHz, 5th). In the observer 
category OK1-11861 took first and UA6-150-767 third. 

Club News 

Until 29 June, EKIAO will be active on all bands c.w. and SSB 
from Arkhangel'skaya oblast' [No. 113, "number-letter" combination 
10]. QSL via QZ1OWA [sic - correct call assumed as UZ1CWA though 
RZ1LOWA is also possible]. Submitted by A. Khudyakov, UA1-113-745. 

On 3 July an activity day will be held in Belorussia to mark 
the 42nd anniversary of the liberation of the republic from the 
German fascist invaders. The "Belorussia" and "Minsk" diplomas, as 
well as the "Victory" endorsement are to be applied for at: 220001, 
Minsk, ab./yashch. 19, diplomnoy komissii [Diploma Commission, 

PO Box 19, 220001 MINSK]. Submitted by G. Astrabakhin, UC2AG, 
Chairman of the Diploma Commission of the FRS of the Belorussian SSR. 
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The Leningrad radioamateurs again draw the attention of all 
shortwavers (and especially those responsible tor the exchange of 
QSL cards in their sport technical clubs and FRS's) to the fact that 
amateur radio correspondence should be sent to: 199034, Leningrad, 
nab. Shmidta, 37, RVYSh DOSAAF [DOSAAF Radio Technical School, 

37 Shmidt Embankment, 199034 LENINGRAD]. Unfortunately, many are 
still using the old address (Fontanka, 7), which causes substantial 
delays. Submitted by A. Serbin, Chairman of the Shortwave Committee 
of the FkRS of Leningrad and [Leningradskaya] oblast' 

At the present time radio amateur correspondence (cards, 
diplomas, etc.) for shortwavers of Kamchatskaya oblast' should be 
sent to: 683000, g. Petropavlovsk-Kamchatskiy, Glavpochtamt, 
ab./yashch. 12, STK DOSAAF [DOSAAF Sport Technical Club, PO Box 12, 
Main Post Ottice, 6083000 PETROPAVLOVSK-KAMCHATSKIY]. 


sovetskily, Patriot, 15 June 1986, p 2: 
"WE'VE BEEN WAITING FOR HALF A YEAR FOR WHAT WE WERE PROMISED." 

That's what the critical correspondence published 30 March 1986 
in our newspaper was called. It concerned the fact that the radio 
club attached to the DOSAAF Radio Technical School had been locked 
epetor half avyear. 

As the editors have been informed by A. Maslennikov, Deputy 
Chairman ot the Orenburgskaya DOSAAF oblast' committee, the 
criticism was recognized aS valid at a meeting of the oblast' 
committee statf. Measures have been taken to eliminate 
shortcomings. Repairs on the clubroom are complete and equipment 
is being installed at the collective station. 


NoD=l157,. 25 June 1986: 
Competitions. Our shortwavers performed successfully in the 
Al AUSTRIAN CONTES?T. “ UPZ2BIM*took* first: place with 29,318 ‘points. 
UP2PQ came in 4th, UA1DZ 5th, and both RAOATL and RBOGW 10th. 
The only Soviet observer taking part in the competitions was 
UB5-066-286, who took tirst place. "CONGRATS!" [In English. ] 
Diplomas. 

[Rules for obtaining the "Leninogorsk-200" diploma. ] 
The diploma is to be applied for at: 
493910, Vostochno-Kazakhstanskaya oblast', g. Leninogorsk, 
ul. Kirova, 82, R?TSh DOSAAF, diplomnoy komissii 
[Diploma Commission, DOSAAF Radio Technical School, 82 Kirov Street, 
493910 LENINOGORSK (Vostochno-Kazakhstanskaya oblast')]. 

Dispatch of "Yo the Memory of Hero of the Soviet Union Magomed 
Gadzhiyev" diplomas has begun. Diploma No. 1 was issued to Great 
Patriotic War veteran A. Kalinin, UA4-156-66/R, chief of collective 
radiostation UZ4AWI. kalinin served in the same unit as Gadzhiyev. 
Submitted by I. Popov, UA6WG, Chairman, Diploma Commission. 
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SOVIET PERIODICALS CONTAINING AMATEUR RADIO NEWS 


Two Soviet periodicals carry news about amateur radio on a 
regular basis: RADIO, a monthly magazine published by the 
USSR Ministry of Communication and by DOSAAF (Voluntary 
Society for Assistance to the Army, Air Force, and Navy), 
and SOVETSKIY PATRIOT, a newspaper published on Wednesdays 
and Sundays by the DOSAAF Central Committee. 


RADIO covers what would be considered amateur radio in the 
West and other electronic pursuits of “radio amateurs" in 
the broader Russian sense of this term. RADIO contains a 
column about two pages long, entitled "CQ-U" ("Calling All 
Soviet Amateurs”). "CQ-U" includes regular sections on 
specific aspects of amateur radio. Publishing delays 
cause the contents of RADIO to be considerably out of date 


by the time it is distributed. 


SOVETSKIY PATRIOT contains less, but far more up-to-date, 


news about amateur radio. Most such news appears in a 
numbered weekly column called "NLD" ("Na lyubitel'skikh 
diapazonakh” - "On the Amateur Bands"), edited by Boris G. 


Stepanov, UW3AX, and in a numbered monthly collection of 
separate articles known as "Klub radiolyubiteley EFIR"” 
("Radioamateurs' Club AIRWAVES"). 


The following firm accepts orders for both periodicals and 
has provided consistently good service: 


Victor Kamkin Bookstore, Inc. 
12224 Parklawn Drive 
Rockville, Maryland, USA 20852-1724 


Telephone: +1 301 881 5973 


In addition to the differing “freshness” of their contents 
there is a substantial difference in the cost of the two 
periodicals. Consideration might be given, therefore, to 
subscribing, , initially, at... least,.,,to,. SOVETSKIY. PATERGe 
only. As ,,of. mid-1986 (price increases ,are)) usualy 
announced at mid-year), annual subscriptions to RADIO cost 
US$46.00 for surface forwarding (which causes long and 
uneven delays, to North America at least) and US$92.00 
(twice the surface amount) for forwarding by air. Annual 
subscriptions to SOVETSKIY PATRIOT, on the other hand, are 
available by air mail only and cost US$23.50. 


